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PRELUDE  
 

WELCOME  

SOLA GRATIA  
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. Let 
us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by 
your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your 
promise and servants of all. 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of 
new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 



 

OPENING HYMN  
Baptized in Water 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the 
light of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 



 
 

Let us pray together: 
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. 
Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SOLA SCRIPTURA  
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Genesis 1:1-5 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light 
was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 

SECOND LESSON: Acts 19:1-7 
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, 
where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 
Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul 
said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one 
who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name 
of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and 
they spoke in tongues and prophesied—altogether there were about twelve of them. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized 

 

 



 

 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with 
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
  In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased.” 
 

*all sing: 

 
 



 

 
 
SERMON  Pastor Kurt  

SOLA FIDE  
 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God to make public 
affirmation of baptism into Christ. 
 

Let us pray. 
Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the Word in 
baptism. You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and 
nourished us in the community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and 
promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask 
this in the name of Christ. 
Amen. 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
I renounce them. 
 



 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 

You individually have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the 
covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ? 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, 
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy 
Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

  

 



 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                              response: Kathleen Thomerson 

•please repeat after the cantor, and again after each indicated petition: 
I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus. 

 

•all sing at the end of the prayers: 

 

 
 

OFFERING Give Here 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with arms 
open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to 
tend to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE  
Take some time this week to share God’s peace in a Trinitarian way. First, with a member or friend of First 
Lutheran. Second, connect with a friend, colleague, classmate, or neighbor whom you haven’t spoken with in 
a while; and third, when you are out and about in the world, say these words to a stranger: “peace be with 
you.” Don’t be shy, you’re wearing a mask anyway. You’ll know if they are Lutheran/Episcopalian/Catholic 
by their response.  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your Kingdom as you have taught us to pray:  

 

https://www.firstlutheransd.org/donate/


 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN 
Praise and Thanksgiving Be to God 

 

 

 



 

 
 

BLESSING & BENEDICTION   

Go now, with the divine word in your ears assuring you that you are God’s beloved children. 
Live out the depth truths of your baptism and tell others of the abundant life beyond the waters. 
 

And may God, our beloved, give you strength; May Christ Jesus fill you with his Holy Spirit; 
And may the Holy Spirit strengthen you and bless you with peace. 
 

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  
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