“The sky proclaims the glory of
God, and the firmament
announces the work of God’s
hands.”
Psalm 19:1

THIRD SUNDAY IN CREATION SERIES: SKY
July 11, 2021
10:00 a.m.

PRELUDE
Canopy
What a Friend We Have in Jesus

Marty Haugen
arr. Dale Wood

WELCOME AND INVOCATION
In the name of the Creator, who colors the sky, the name of Christ, who died under dark
skies, and the name of the Spirit, the wind in the sky. Amen.
Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth is filled with God’s presence.
The Lord of life be with you.
And also with you.
Christ, we gather in your name to worship in this sanctuary called Earth,
a planet filled with your presence, quivering in the forests, vibrating in the land,
pulsating in the wilderness, shimmering in the rivers.
God, reveal yourself to us in this place and show us your face in all creation.
Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth is filled with God’s presence.
As we begin worship we remember times when we have been amazed by the sky, both at
night and in daylight.
O God, we thank you for the wonders of the heavens and the splendor of the skies.

+SOLA GRATIA+
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
We remember and confess how we have polluted our skies with toxins. Christ, who
ascended into a cloud, hear our cry. We remember and confess that we have turned the
surrounding sky into a new domain to be conquered rather than a presence to protect us.
We are sorry. We have polluted the atmosphere with waste, We have depleted the
ozone layer that protects us, We have filled our skies with floating toxins. We are sorry.
We are sorry.
We are sorry.
We are sorry. We are sorry.
Christ hears your confession and forgives your sins against the atmosphere,
Christ, teach us to love the skies that surround and sustain our planet.
I speak for Christ: I invite you to come home to Earth by rejoicing under her skies.
Shalom! Shalom! We are coming home!

KYRIE *cantor will sing each line once, then congregation will repeat it

HYMN OF PRAISE *all sing

INTRODUCTION TO LAMENT AND LOSS RITUAL
There are two baskets at the altar to receive your Lament Cards. Those placed into the basket on the
lectern side will be read aloud during worship. Those placed into the basket on the organ side will be
prayed over and lifted up privately by the pastor. You may bring the cards forward anytime during
worship, as The Spirit invites.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray:
God, our Creator, as we look into the skies, we celebrate the wonders of the worlds that
surround us. Help us to see your presence in the evening sky, your spirit in the wind, your
mercy in the falling rain. Teach us to hear the good news from the sky celebrating the
glory of God in Earth. Rejoice with us as we behold the dawn revealing the mysteries of
the skies above and Earth below. In the name of Christ who unites heaven and Earth.
Amen.

+SOLA SCRIPTURA+
READING FROM OLD TESTAMENT: Jeremiah 4:23-28
I looked on the earth, and lo, it was waste and void; and to the heavens, and they had no light. I
looked on the mountains, and lo, they were quaking, and all the hills moved to and fro. I
looked, and lo, there was no one at all, and all the birds of the air had fled. I looked, and lo, the
fruitful land was a desert, and all its cities were laid in ruins before the Lord, before his fierce
anger. For thus says the Lord: The whole land shall be a desolation; yet I will not make a full
end. Because of this the earth shall mourn, and the heavens above grow black; for I have
spoken, I have purposed; I have not relented nor will I turn back.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 19:1-6

(read responsively)

The heavens are telling the glory of God;
and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
Day to day pours forth speech,
and night to night declares knowledge.
There is no speech, nor are there words;
their voice is not heard;
yet their voice goes out through all the earth,
and their words to the end of the world.
In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun,
which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy,
and like a strong man runs its course with joy.
Its rising is from the end of the heavens,
and its circuit to the end of them;
and nothing is hid from its heat.

EPISTLE LESSON: Philippians 2:9-13
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that
at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much
more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God
who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The cantor will sing through the Alleluia once, then the congregation will sing the second time through.
The cantor will sing the verse, then the congregation will join in for the Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Luke 2:8-20
Glory to you, O Lord.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made
known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these
words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY
Creating God, Your Fingers Trace

Pastor Jim Friedrich

+SOLA FIDE+
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
*sung at beginning and end of prayers:

O Lord hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer, when I call answer me
O Lord hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer, come and listen to me
*after each petition: Lord,

in your mercy, hear our prayer.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
God creates all things, renews all things, and celebrates all things.
This we believe.
Earth is a sanctuary, a sacred planet filled with God’s presence, a home for us to share
with our kin.
This we believe.
God became flesh and blood, a part of Earth, a human being called Jesus Christ, who
lived and breathed and spoke among us, suffered and died on a cross for all human beings
and for all creation.
This we believe.
The risen Jesus is the Christ at the center of creation, reconciling all things to God,
renewing all creation and filling the cosmos.
This we believe.
The Holy Spirit renews life in creation, groans in empathy with a suffering creation, and
waits with us for the rebirth of creation.
This we believe. We believe that with Christ we will rise and with Christ we will
celebrate a new creation.

OFFERING

Give Here

OFFERING PRAYER
God, our Creator, through your love you have given us these gifts to share. Accept our offerings
as an expression of our deep thanks and as signs of our concern for those in need, including our
fellow creatures on planet Earth. With all creation we praise our Creator.

WE SHARE OUR LAMENTATIONS

We offer up our Laments, Griefs, and Loss to the Living God

EXCHANGE OF PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Creator be with you and all creation. And also with you.
Open your hearts. We open them to our Creator.
Let us give thanks to the Maker of heaven and Earth. It is right to join creation in thanking
God.

PROPER PREFACE
It is right to give you thanks, loving Creator. Your word is the impulse for all things to be, for
space, stars, and stardust to appear, for Earth to emerge from the deep, for life to be born of Earth,
and for humans to be born of Earth and the Spirit. Your Spirit is the life impulse in all things,
renewing the barren and healing the wounded, groaning in anticipation of a new creation, stirring a
new life born of water and the Spirit. You chose to be born a human being, to become a part of
Earth, to suffer, die, and rise from death—to redeem humankind, to renew creation, and to affirm
all born of Earth and the Spirit. Your presence is the living impulse in all things, the Christ deep
among us, filling Earth—land, sea, and air—filling every element and place, filling the grain and
the grape we share with you this day. Therefore with angels and archangels, ancient voices in the
forest, high voices from the sky, deep voices from the sea, and the whole company of creation, we
proclaim your presence among us.

SANCTUS
Holy, holy, holy, God of all life, Earth and sea and sky are full of your presence and
glorify your name. Amen.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
THE LORD'S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
*We continue to practice a conservative and cautious approach to communion. You are invited to come forward to a
credence table, onto which will be placed the elements. The pastor will handle each host with tongs and after
intinction place it onto a piece of parchment. The Worship Assistant will then place it on the table for you. Please
take it and receive the elements of grace; broken and shed for you. There are small black receptacles on either side
of the chancel for you to deposit the paper.

AGNUS DEI

COMMUNION HYMN
Come, Let Us Eat
1 Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread,
come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
Our Lord's body let us take together,
our Lord's body let us take together.
2 Come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured,
come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured.
Jesus' blood poured let us drink together,
Jesus' blood poured let us drink together.
3 In Jesus' presence now we meet and rest,
in Jesus' presence now we meet and rest.
In the presence of our Lord we gather,
in the presence of our Lord we gather.
4 Rise, then, to spread abroad God's mighty word,
rise, then, to spread abroad God's mighty word.
Jesus risen will bring in the kingdom,
Jesus risen will bring in the kingdom.
Text: Billema Kwillia, b. c. 1925, sts. 1-3; Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930, st. 4, alt.; tr. Margaret D. Miller, b. 1927, sts. 1-3, alt.
Text sts. 1-3 © Lutheran World Federation. Text st. 4 © 1972 Contemporary Worship 4: Hymns for Baptism and Holy
Communion, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
Let us give thanks for this meal.
We thank you, Christ, for the meal we have celebrated with you, and we pray that
through your body and blood we may be healed and become agents of healing for Earth.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
Your Canopy of Vigil Lights

BLESSING & BENEDICTION
Now may the penetrating power of Christ’s body and blood reach deep into your heart, your
mind, and your body to heal your wounds and, through you, to bring healing to Earth, in
Jesus’ name.
Amen.
Go in peace, serving Christ and loving Earth!
We go in peace, serving Christ and loving Earth.

POSTLUDE
God Whose Farm is All Creation

setting by Mark Sedio
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