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WELCOME AND INVOCATION
In the name of our God, who creates mountains, the name of Christ, crucified on a
mountain, and the name of the Spirit, deep in the mountains. Amen.
Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth is filled with God’s presence.
The Lord of life be with you.
And also with you.
Christ, we gather in your name to worship in this sanctuary called Earth,
a planet filled with your presence, quivering in the forests, vibrating in the land,
pulsating in the wilderness, shimmering in the rivers.
God, reveal yourself to us in this place and show us your face in all creation.
Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth is filled with God’s presence.
As we begin worship we remember the mountains we have climbed and where we have
watched in wonder.
O God, we thank you for the splendors of the mountains and the gift of life in the wild.

+SOLA GRATIA+
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
We remember and confess how we have poisoned and polluted the rivers in our mountains.
Christ, crucified on a mountain, hear our cry.
We have polluted our mountain rivers with poisonous waste, turned majestic mountains into
commodities, and killed many creatures in the wild with chemicals.
Christ, the source of all life, we are sorry. We are sorry.
Christ hears your confession from the cross and forgives your sins against the mountains.
Christ, teach us to love Earth as our home and to love mountains as signs of your
presence.
I speak for Christ: I invite you to come home to Earth by rejoicing in our mountains.
Shalom! Shalom! We are coming home!

KYRIE *cantor will sing each line once, then congregation will repeat it



HYMN OF PRAISE *all sing

INTRODUCTION TO LAMENT AND LOSS RITUAL
There are two baskets at the altar to receive your Lament Cards. Those placed into the basket on the lectern
side will be read aloud during worship. Those placed into the basket on the organ side will be prayed over and
lifted up privately by the pastor. You may bring the cards forward anytime during worship, as The Spirit invites.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray:
God, our Creator, as we climb the mountains, we celebrate the wonders of the wild that
surround us. Help us to see in the surrounding landscape the places where the planet has
been polluted and to empathise with the groaning of creation beneath us. Teach us to
recognise that the hills are alive with your Spirit and to rejoice with all our kin, especially
the creatures of the wild. In the name of Christ who reconciles and renews all things in
creation. Amen.



+SOLA SCRIPTURA+
READING FROM OLD TESTAMENT: Isaiah 65:17-25
For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered
or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to create
Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people;
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. No more shall there be in it
an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one who
dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be
considered accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat
their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the
days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their
hands. They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be offspring
blessed by the Lord—and their descendants as well. Before they call I will answer, while they are
yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the
ox; but the serpent—its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain,
says the Lord.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 48:1-11 (read responsively)
Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised

in the city of our God.
His holy mountain, beautiful in elevation,

is the joy of all the earth,
Mount Zion, in the far north,

the city of the great King.
Within its citadels God

has shown himself a sure defense.
Then the kings assembled,

they came on together.
As soon as they saw it, they were astounded;

they were in panic, they took to flight;
trembling took hold of them there,

pains as of a woman in labor,
as when an east wind shatters

the ships of Tarshish.
As we have heard, so have we seen

in the city of the Lord of hosts,
in the city of our God,

which God establishes forever.



We ponder your steadfast love, O God,
in the midst of your temple.

Your name, O God, like your praise,
reaches to the ends of the earth.

Your right hand is filled with victory.
Let Mount Zion be glad,

let the towns of Judah rejoice
because of your judgments.

EPISTLE LESSON: Romans 8:28-39
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according
to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of
his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he
predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified
he also glorified. What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us?
He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give
us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is
to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who
indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress,
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are
being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we
are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The cantor will sing through the Alleluia once, then the congregation will sing the second time through.
The cantor will sing the verse, then the congregation will join in for the Alleluia.



GOSPEL: Mark 16:14-18
Glory to you, O Lord.

Later he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were sitting at the table; and he
upbraided them for their lack of faith and stubbornness, because they had not believed those
who saw him after he had risen. And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the
good news to the whole creation. The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the
one who does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those who
believe: by using my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will
pick up snakes in their hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will
lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Kurt

HYMN OF THE DAY
God of the Fertile Fields



+SOLA FIDE+
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
*sung at beginning and end of prayers:

O Lord hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer, when I call answer me
O Lord hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer, come and listen to me

*after each petition: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
God creates all things, renews all things, and celebrates all things. This we believe.
Earth is a sanctuary, a sacred planet filled with God’s presence, a home for us to share
with our kin. This we believe.
God became flesh and blood, a part of Earth, a human being called Jesus Christ, who
lived and breathed and spoke among us, suffered and died on a cross for all human beings
and for all creation. This we believe.
The risen Jesus is the Christ at the center of creation, reconciling all things to God,
renewing all creation and filling the cosmos. This we believe.
The Holy Spirit renews life in creation, groans in empathy with a suffering creation, and
waits with us for the rebirth of creation. This we believe. We believe that with Christ
we will rise and with Christ we will celebrate a new creation.



OFFERING Give Here

OFFERING PRAYER
God, our Creator, through your love you have given us these gifts to share. Accept our offerings
as an expression of our deep thanks and as signs of our concern for those in need, including our
fellow creatures on planet Earth. With all creation we praise our Creator.

WE SHARE OUR LAMENTATIONS

We offer up our Laments, Griefs, and Loss to the Living God

EXCHANGE OF PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Creator be with you and all creation. And also with you.
Open your hearts. We open them to our Creator.
Let us give thanks to the Maker of heaven and Earth. It is right to join creation in thanking
God.

PROPER PREFACE
It is right to give you thanks, loving Creator. Your word is the impulse for all things to be, for
space, stars, and stardust to appear, for Earth to emerge from the deep, for life to be born of Earth,
and for humans to be born of Earth and the Spirit. Your Spirit is the life impulse in all things,
renewing the barren and healing the wounded, groaning in anticipation of a new creation, stirring a
new life born of water and the Spirit. You chose to be born a human being, to become a part of
Earth, to suffer, die, and rise from death—to redeem humankind, to renew creation, and to affirm
all born of Earth and the Spirit. Your presence is the living impulse in all things, the Christ deep
among us, filling Earth—land, sea, and air—filling every element and place, filling the grain and
the grape we share with you this day. Therefore with angels and archangels, ancient voices in the
forest, high voices from the sky, deep voices from the sea, and the whole company of creation, we
proclaim your presence among us.

https://www.firstlutheransd.org/donate/


SANCTUS
Holy, holy, holy, God of all life, Earth and sea and sky are full of your presence and
glorify your name. Amen.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
*We continue to practice a conservative and cautious approach to communion. The pastor will handle each host
with tongs and after intinction place it onto a piece of parchment. The Worship Assistant will then place it on the
table for you. Please take it and receive the elements of grace; broken and shed for you. There are small black
waste receptacles on either side of the chancel for you to deposit the paper.

AGNUS DEI



COMMUNION HYMN
Beautiful Savior

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
Let us give thanks for this meal.
We thank you, Christ, for the meal we have celebrated with you, and we pray that
through your body and blood we may be healed and become agents of healing for Earth.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
Canticle of the Sun





BLESSING & BENEDICTION
Now may the penetrating power of Christ’s body and blood reach deep into your heart, your
mind, and your body to heal your wounds and, through you, to bring healing to Earth, in
Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Go in peace, serving Christ and loving Earth!
We go in peace, serving Christ and loving Earth.

POSTLUDE
Italian Hymn setting by Warren Swenson
This Is My Father’s World Jeff Whitmill

confession & forgiveness, prayer of the day, offering prayer, and dismissal
from Mountain Sunday Liturgy 2

from Let All Creation Praise World Series (B-2021)
www.letallcreationpraise.org

kyrie, hymn of praise. preface, eucharist, sanctus, agnus dei, nunc dimittis
from All Creation Sings setting 12
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