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FIRST SUNDAY OF
ADVENT
Hope for the Holidays
November 28, 2021
10:00 a.m.
PRELUDE
Veni Emmanuel

setting by Engel/Abdul-Alim

SPECIAL MUSIC
My Lord, What a Morning

African American Spiritual
Arnessa Rekay Jones and Choir

WELCOME

+SOLA GRATIA+
OPENING HYMN

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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A MOMENT OF HOPE
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
Kyrie Ellison
Kyrie Ellison
Christe Ellison
Christe Ellison
Kyrie Ellison
Kyrie Ellison
Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy
We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of preparation for
Christ’s advent. As we light the first candle on this wreath, rouse us from sleep and fill
us with hope that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes with all the saints
and angels.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the
threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Amen Maranatha, Come, Lord Jesus!
Light one candle for hope,
One bright candle for hope.
He brings hope to everyone.
He comes. He comes.

+SOLA SCRIPTURA+
READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES: Jeremiah 33:14-16
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous
Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In
those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by
which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: 25:1-10

(read responsively)

To you, O Lord,
I lift up my soul.
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
Show me your ways, O Lord,
and teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.

You are gracious and upright, O Lord;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.
All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.

EPISTLE LESSON: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God
because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and
restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And
may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we
abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
My Soul in Stillness Waits

GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint
from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens
will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great
glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because
your redemption is drawing near.”
Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you
see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you,
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this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will not pass away.
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness
and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it
will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that
you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before
the Son of Man.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

Pastor Kurt
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+SOLA FIDE+
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
*sung at beginning of prayers:

*after each petition:

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
*sung at end of prayers:
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy
Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen .

OFFERING

Give Here

OFFERING PRAYER
God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the
service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple
meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen.

EXCHANGE OF PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You
comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make
all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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SANCTUS
Holy, holy holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest. Hosanna in the highest.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
THE LORD'S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
*We continue to practice a conservative and cautious approach to communion. The pastor will handle each host
with tongs and after intinction place it onto a piece of parchment. The Worship Assistants will then place it on a
credence table for you. Please take it and receive the elements of grace; broken and shed for you. There are small
black trash receptacles on either side of the chancel for you to deposit the paper.

AGNUS DEI

COMMUNION MUSIC
Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
First Lutheran Church Choir

INVITATION TO ACTION

arr. Stephen Cleobury

Welcome the Babe Project
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BLESSING & BENEDICTION
Go now and let the Lord steer you in the way of truth. Be on your guard so that you will not be
caught up in the trivialities and anxieties of the world. Be alert at all times and pray for strength
to escape the traps that would keep you from God.
And may God make you increase in love for one another; May Christ Jesus teach you how to live
in God’s ways; and may the Holy Spirit strengthen your hearts in holiness, as you ready yourselves
for the coming of the Lord.

SENDING SONG
Soon and Very Soon
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Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Improvisation on Advent 1

setting by Engel/Abdul-Alim
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
+ Online Faith Development
Join us each Wednesday on Zoom for the traditional refrains and sung scripture of Evening Prayer
followed by a time of Reflections on Faith.
Wednesday Evening Prayer 7:00 - 7:20 p.m.; Reflections on Faith 7:21 - 8:00 p.m.
Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89728207639
Topic: Wednesday Evening Prayer and Reflections on Faith 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Meeting ID: 897 2820 7639
+ Annual Congregational Meeting Part I
The Annual Congregational Meeting Part I will be held on December 12. The agenda for the
meeting will be approval of the budget and voting on Church Council members. The budget will be
presented for review at the Budget Forum for FLC members on Sunday, December 5th.
+ 2022 Council Nominations
Do you know an FLC member who'd make a fantastic Council person? We'd love to hear from
you! For 2022, there are 4 seats on Council open for election, including one seat for a 2-year term
and three seats for 3-year terms. New Council Members will be elected at the Annual Meeting in
December. Please speak with Pastor or any Council member to make a nomination or learn more.
+ Help Wanted
We need TWO "Backup" SetUp Crew Members to help with setting up the "Shades" on Sunday
mornings at 8:00 a.m. No skills necessary. Please tell Joe Slevcove, Pastor Kurt or Hannah if you
are willing or interested.
+ Email Distribution
Each week we mail out the weekly Heartbeat newsletter and the Rapid Pulse with information
about worship that week. If you would like to be added to the email list, you may either send an
email to administrator@firstlutheransd.org or go to our website (firstlutheransd.org). Toward the
bottom of the page, you will see a place that says “Join The First Lutheran Church Newsletter,”
with a space to enter your email address.

First Lutheran Church
1420 Third Avenue
San Diego, CA 92101
firstlutheransd.org
(619) 234-6149
Office: administrator@firstlutheransd.org
Pastor Kurt: pastorkurt@firstlutheransd.org
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Pastor
Piano
Violin
Parish Administrator
Facilities
Worship Technician
Lector
Cantor
Singers
Usher

the Rev. Kurt Christenson
Bill Engel
Omari Abdul-Alim
Hannah DeMers
Wayne Boss
Brian Jensen
Eric Sloniker
Paul Engel
Elizabeth Connolly, Paul Engel,
Jan Neuhaus, Billie Thompson
Ruth Clayton

prayer of the day, offering prayer, and dismissal
from Sundays and Seasons 2021, Year B
© 2020 Augsburg Fortress
reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies annual license #SB137579
gospel acclamation, preface, eucharist, sanctus, agnus dei, nunc dimittis
from All Creation Sings setting 12
© 2021 Augsburg Fortress
reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies annual license #SB137579
closing blessing
by Nathan Nettleton
a gift to the wider Church from the South Yarra Community Baptist Church
Melbourne, Australia
www.laughingbird.net
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License A-710629.

First Lutheran Church worships and works on the unceded territory of the
Kumeyaay People

